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I am writing regarding the systematic review about clinical
validity, understandability, and actionability of online
cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk calculators recently published
by Dr Bonner and colleagues [1].

Although Dr Bonner and colleagues used a comprehensive
two-step research strategy to identify Web addresses that
contained a CVD risk calculator, which led to the identification
of 67 Web pages, a very important CVD risk model, the
Systematic COronary Risk Evaluation (SCORE) risk assessment
model [2], was ignored. Developed by the European Society of
Cardiology, this model was derived from 12 European cohort
studies (250,000 patients data collected and 3 million
person-years of observation) and is based on classical risk

factors such as gender, age, total cholesterol, systolic blood
pressure, and smoking status. The SCORE risk assessment
model should have been included because it satisfies Dr
Bonner’s inclusion criteria as it predicts the risk of developing
a CVD event and an electronic interactive version of this model
is freely available on the European Society of Cardiology's Web
page [3].

Furthermore, there are other risk assessment models locally
developed in countries such as China, India, and Korea that are
not taken into account in this study. Thus, it would have been
useful if the authors had added to their research strategy a
literature search of review documents focusing on cardiovascular
risk assessment as was carried out by Zhao and colleagues [4].

Editorial note: Authors were invited to respond but declined. They agree that additional calculators exist that could have been
included if a different method was used.
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Abbreviations
CVD: cardiovascular disease
SCORE: Systematic COronary Risk Evaluation
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